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from Rome* His relations with Frederick were compara-
tively friendly for five years, but disagreements arose when
the Emperor marched into Italy in 1184. Lucius, a weak
Pope, would probably have given in to Barbarossa's demands
if pressed, but the next Pope, Urban III, adopted an attitude
of defiance. While the contest was raging, Christendom
learned of the fall of Jerusalem in 1187, and Frederick,
patching up his quarrel with the Church, started out on the
Third Crusade. On his death in that expedition, the throne
fell to his son, Henry VL The new Emperor assumed the
superiority of the Empire over the papacy and on several
occasions interfered with what the Church regarded as its
rights. Attempts to humble him failed, but when he died in
1197 the struggle that broke out for his throne gave the
Church an opportunity to assert its authority.
Innocent III, who occupied the papal chair from 1198, was
determined to recover the lost prestige of the Church. The
Empire had been left by Henry VI to his son, Frederick, but
Frederick was a child, and Philip of Swabia, brother of the
late Emperor, claimed the throne for himself and had the
support of the Ghibellines. The Guelphs, however, had a
vigorous leader in Otto of Brunswick, and civil war spread
throughout the Empire. This was Innocent's great chance.
Frederick Barbarossa had tried to adjudicate between rival
candidates to the Holy See, now Innocent claimed that he
should decide between rival candidates to the throne of the
Empire. There were three possible rulers—Otto, Philip,
and the young Frederick. Philip and Frederick were of the
house of Hohenstaufen, which was distrusted by the papacy.
Innocent therefore favoured the Guelph Otto, but he felt that
it would be dangerous for the Church openly to champion
Otto until that claimant appeared to be likely to win. For
three years, Innocent would give no decision. When, how-
ever, the Guelphs were in the ascendant in 1201, the Pope
declared himself against Philip of Swabia.

